In the course of the evidence, it also appeared that she" did not know how to take a temperature. Mrs Br. Easton then gave evidence, and said he found the patient's temperature, when he arrived on the Sunday afternoon, to be 105 and her pulse 160. Part of the afterbirth had not been removed, and was taken away on Monday by Dr. Easton. Subsequently an abscess formed on one of the buttocks, and the patient was sent to the infirmary, and was now doing well. For the defence it was stated that the absence of antiseptics and appliances was due to the fact that Mrs. Batchell had had no time to bring them as she had been suddenly called to another case that day. With regard to the shivering fit it was not impossible that it might be caused by the milk coming, though it was rather soon.
She was unable to read or write, but her daughter had read the rules to her. She had been 26 years acting as a midwife, and had successfully attended most difficult cases.
The Chairman said that they had gone most carefully into the question, and it was with the deepest sympathy for her case that they felt obliged to cancel the certificate. They, however, only had the administration of the Act in their hands, and they had to safeguard the mothers of England. They thanked the solicitor especially for elucidating the case, and he replied that though he felt deeply for his client, he could not see that the board could come to any other decision. That, being in attendance at a confinement on May 16, 1905, she was then guilty of negligence in the discharge of her duty as a midwife. That, while in attendance, the patient being seriously ill, she did not advise that a registered medical practitioner should be sent for. That, the mother having died before the arrival of a registered medical practitioner, she did not notify the death to the local supervising authority.
The Board decided to severely censure Sara Anne Homer. Dr. Jackson, the medical practitioner who came after the death of the patient, wrote a letter saying he thought that the midwife had in other respects done her duty.
The Case of Mary Slater.
Mary Slater was accused as follows :? That being in attendance at confinement on June 1st, 1905, and subsequent days, she was guilty of negligence and misconduct. It was alleged that before making the first examination she did not wash the patient's external parts with soap and water and then swab them with an antiseptic solution. That she did not wash the patient nor change her clothes until June 3rd. That on the rupture of the perinamm of the patient she did not advise that a registered medical practitioner be sent for.
As there was ample proof of these charges and Mary Slater had been severely reprimanded in November last on similar charges her certificate was cancelled.
XEbe flfte&icoiPsvKbological
Hssodatton. The vision of the Life that is to be :
The summit whence we view the Promised Land?
The splendour of the House not made with hand.
For not in vain thou toilest through the day?
Nor yet in vain doth thy true spirit move Some other spirit in the toilsome way
The glory of the Eternal Love to prove : To thee shall come the message of thy Lord?
Love is for evermore Love's sure reward! W. G. K.
